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As spring arrives and many of us 
get back to the skies in full force, we 
take it for granted that our aircraft 
need to be inspected and serviced.

Well, your aviation insurance policy 
is no different. This is a good time to 
inspect and service your insurance 
coverage as well.

Too many owners simply assume 
that what was good enough last 
year will be good enough this year 
too. Unfortunately, that isn’t always 
the case, as many have found out 
the hard way. So join me in a quick 
spring-cleaning of your policy.

First Some Good News... 

Then Some Bad News:

The good news so far this year is  
that - on the short term at least -  
premiums are staying very  
competitive. That means that it 
wouldn’t hurt for your to get a quote 
or two from different sources. You 
MXVW�PLJKW�ÀQG�\RXUVHOI�D�EHWWHU�GHDO�
than you have been getting.

The bad news - which you may  
discover if you take my advice from 
the previous paragraph - is that  
there are some companies pushing  
policies that look and sound good 
but are severely lacking when it 
comes to coverage. Very low prices 
usually go hand-in-hand with long 
lists of exclusions, restrictions, and 
limitations. Pay extra close attention 
to liability limits on passengers and 
family members; the minimum you 
should consider (unless you always 
Á\�DORQH��LV����PLOOLRQ�ZLWK�QR� 
sub-limits. 

As always, make sure you deal with 
someone you can trust and that you 
feel comfortable with. If they are  
WU\LQJ�WR�SXVK�D�´RQH�VL]H�ÀWV�DOO·�
policy or don’t seem to know much 
about aviation, you’d be better off 
dealing with someone else.

Updating the Market Value of 

Your Aircraft is Critical:

As most of you know, the prices of 
aircraft have sky-rocketed in recent 
\HDUV��$�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��D�PLG�����·V�

&HVVQD�����LQ�JRRG�FRQGLWLRQ�FRXOG�
EH�IRXQG�IRU�������������,Q�WRGD\·V�
market, the same aircraft are listed at 
�����������

This increase has a very important 
UDPLÀFDWLRQ�IRU�\RXU�LQVXUDQFH�
coverage. The amount for which you 
insure your aircraft has to be the fair 
market value. If it isn’t, you could be 
in for a nasty shock should you ever 
have an accident! As I’ve explained 
in this column before, the insurance 
company considers the amount of 
coverage to be the full value of the 
aircraft. So if you have a claim for 
WKH�DPRXQW��RU�PRUH���WKH\�SD\�\RX�
only that amount - and they take 
your airplane as salvage. Therefore, 
LI�\RX�ZHUH�RQO\�LQVXUHG�IRU���������
RQ�WKDW���������&HVVQD��\RX�ZRXOG�
JHW�D�FKHTXH�IRU���������DQG�ORVH�
your plane!

That’s why you should carefully 
consider the fair market value of 
your aircraft on an annual basis and 
update your insurance policy accord-
ingly. Continue on next page...
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Territories and Liability Limit:

As I mentioned above, liability limits 
are a very important consideration 
and an area where insurers try to cut 
corners. Your insurance spring-clean-
ing wouldn’t be complete without a 
review of this important area.

7KH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�WR�GR�LV�WR�PDNH�VXUH�
that you know exactly what your 
coverage is. Are there passenger 
limits? Family limits? Or any other 
restrictions on the way the policy 
will protect you? Are the limits 
reasonable? Keep in mind that li-
ability awards can reach millions 
and the courts will not only seize 
all your assets but garnishee future 
HDUQLQJV�DV�ZHOO��,I�WKH�W\SH�RI�Á\LQJ�
\RX�GR���RU�WKH�SHRSOH�\RX�Á\�ZLWK�
- have changed at all, or if you are 
not comfortable with the limits your 
policy imposes, make the effort to 

get some alternative quotes. Most 
people wouldn’t even consider a 
OLDELOLW\�OLPLW�DV�ORZ�DV����������RQ�
their home or auto insurance, yet a 
VLJQLÀFDQW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�RZQHUV�GR�
just that on their aircraft policy. You 
may be surprised that the additional 
coverage is not as expensive as you 
thought - while lack of coverage can 
be very expensive indeed!

7KH�ÀQDO�VWRS�RQ�\RXU�VSULQJ� 
cleaning tour is a quick check on 
territorial limitations in your policy. 
Most policies restrict certain north-
ern areas and some even prohibit  
operation into grass strips or  
XQLPSURYHG�UXQZD\V��,I�\RXU�Á\LQJ�
habits include any of these areas, you 
should make a point of amending 
your coverage.

Now that wasn’t so painful, was it? 

No mops, brooms, dusters, tools, or 
vacuum cleaners required! Just a few 
minutes to review your policy and 
maybe a couple of phone calls to a 
friendly aviation insurance broker 
or two! Then it’s time to move into 
the cockpit and enjoy some spring 
Á\LQJ�

7KH�3UHVLGHQW�RI�$LU��
Insurance Dave Fitz-
patrick is part of the 
Fitzpatrick family who 
have owned and oper-
ated Park Insurance, 
a Vancouver based 
insurance brokerage 
HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������ 

Dave himself has been in the industry since 
�����IROORZLQJ�KLV�IDWKHUV�IRRWVWHSV�ZKR�
EHJDQ�LQ�WKH�����
V�LQ�,UHODQG�LQLWLDOO\�DV�DQ�
underwriter for Commercial Union, then as 
D�EURNHU��'DYH�VHW�XS�$LU��,QVXUDQFH�DV�D�
specialty lines insurance brokerage that has  
customers from coast to coast in Canada.

continued...
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Jean rené de cotret
Jean René de Cotret is a  
&ODVV����6HQLRU�*URXQG� 
School and Flight Instructor  
at the Rockcliffe Flying Club 
in Ontario.

Pilots look at us funny when we 
make that comment.  They have 
probably heard us saying this 
 before (I know I heard it a lot 
ZKHQ�,�ZDV�LQ�WUDLQLQJ�����7KH\�
understand the concept, but don’t 
know how we can tell just by  
VHHLQJ�KRZ�WKH�DLUSODQH�ÁLHV��6R�
here are a few scenarios that can 
help you see if you have lazy feet 
or not.

)LUVW��OHW·V�GHÀQH�ZKDW�ZH�PHDQ�E\�
“lazy feet:” it means you are not 
reacting to adverse yaw and keep-
ing the airplane coordinated using 
the rudder.  In other words, you are 
not using your feet enough: “lazy 
feet.”

6LQFH�PRVW�RI�XV�Á\�WULF\FOH�JHDU�
aircraft what are the main causes 
of adverse yaw for these planes? 
Slipstream and torque: both give us 
yaw to the left when we add power, 
to the right when we reduce power

Asymmetric thrust: gives us yaw 
to the left when we pitch the nose 

up, and to the right when we pitch 
down.

Aileron drag: a tendency to yaw to 
the left when we turn to the right, 
not so much to the right when we 
turn to the left (because of the two 
SUHYLRXV�FDXVHV�

Most of us react quite correctly 
with right rudder while rolling for 
takeoff when we see the effect of 
slipstream as we add power.  How 
do we tell?  By looking outside and 
seeing the nose going to the left…  
Can we anticipate it will happen, 
and use right rudder so the nose 
stays straight?  Sure and most of us 
have mastered that.

Next let’s see about asymmetric 
thrust.  I would propose that you 
do the following: sit outside the 
club and watch people take off 
for a while.  I bet you will notice 
that for many, if not most, aircraft 
the right wing will dip down as 
the airplane is climbing right after 
leaving the ground… 

What is happening there?  The  
pilot, looking outside as they 
should, sees the airplane going 

to the left and is correcting by 
banking to the right with ailerons.  
What’s wrong with that?  Well, if 
you were in the airplane at that  
moment, you would see the ball 
going quite a bit to the right,  
meaning that the correct response 
WR�WKH�OHIW�WXUQ��\DZ��ZRXOG�EH�
right rudder. Think of the  
situation here: you are taking off, 
so your airspeed is low; if you have 
a crosswind from the right, you 
might need to be turning into the 

designed by freepik.com

aviator canada | april 2015 vol.1 | p.3

“Whadda ya mean 

I have lazy feet?”

“laZy feet”
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continued...

wind to stay on runways centerline; 
in addition, you are uncoordinated.  
Remember how you get into a 
spin?

Another asymmetric thrust  
VLWXDWLRQ��\RX�DUH�LQ�WKH�ÁDUH�� 
coming in for a really slow  
WRXFKGRZQ��VKRUW�ÀHOG�RU�VRIW�ÀHOG�
ODQGLQJ��$V�\RX�DUH�ÁDULQJ��WKH� 
aircraft yaws to the left. Of course! 
You are pitching the nose up. How 
do you compensate? Many don’t, 
so the airplane lands skewed to 
the left.  Others compensate with 
aileron rather than rudder. So, 
again, why don’t we anticipate this 
and use rudder to keep the airplane 
straight on the runway centerline?
2.��KRZ�GR�ZH�À[�WKLV"�

Well, I don’t suggest doing  
experiments while taking off or 
landing, unless you are with an 
instructor.  However, you can test 
this at a safe altitude in the practice 
area.  First practice transitioning to 
a climb, making sure you keep the 
airplane straight using rudder. Try 
to be conscious of whether your 
tendency is to use ailerons.  
Remember that you are getting 
both slipstream and asymmetric 

thrust effect so you may need a lot 
of right rudder.

Then do the same thing in slow 
ÁLJKW��3UDFWLFH�WUDQVLWLRQLQJ�WR�
VORZ�ÁLJKW�MXVW�XVLQJ�WKH�FRUUHFW�
rudder movements to keep the 
airplane straight, 
looking outside 
primarily and 
checking the Turn 
Coordinator ball 
every so often.  
Finally, transition 
to a power off 
stall – imagine 
LW�DV�GRLQJ�ÁDUH�
at a given safe 
DOWLWXGH��VD\������
feet – and keep 
the nose straight 
using rudder.

I think you will 
ÀQG�DIWHU�WKHVH�
exercises, that 
you have become 
more conscious 
of the adverse 
yaw caused by  
asymmetric 
thrust, and will  
naturally  

anticipate and correct.  I am sure 
\RX�FDQ�HDVLO\�ÀQG�DQ�LQVWUXFWRU�
who would be pleased to help you 
with these exercises.

Fly safe!
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The Midnight Sun Fly In is a 
bi-annual event hosted by the 
Midnight Sun Fly In Associa-
WLRQ�RQ�WKH�VKRUHV�RI�*UHDW�6ODYH�
Lake at the city of Yellowknife 
in Canada’s Northwest Ter-
ULWRULHV��(VWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������
Yellowknife is a community of 
��������ERDVWLQJ�D�ZLGH�UDQJH� 
of amenities and activities.  
Interests in the area for aviation  
enthusiasts, especially those 
WUDYHOLQJ�E\�ÁRDW�SODQH��LQFOXGH� 
VSHFWDFXODU�ODNHV��KLNLQJ��ÀVKLQJ�
and sightseeing. By summer  
solstice, Yellowknife receives 
DERXW����KRXUV�RI�GD\OLJKW�ZLWK�
no real darkness, making your 
visit truly unique.

$FWLYLWLHV�SODQQHG�IRU�WKH������
Fly In will be held at the historic 
Wardair Dock and will include 
lake-side dining, live entertain-
PHQW��D�Á\�RXW�SLFQLF�DQG�JUHDW�
conversation. Your host society 
will ensure that parking and fuel 
are readily available and a full 
schedule has been established to 
allow you and your passengers 
to relax and enjoy your visit.

Yellowknife,  
northwest territories:
Yellowknife is the capital 
city and largest community in 
the Northwest Territories. The 
city is located on the northern 

VKRUH�RI�*UHDW�6ODYH�/DNH�� 
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����NP�
�����PLOHV��VRXWK�RI�WKH�$UFWLF�
Circle.  The surrounding land-
scape is very rocky and slightly 
rolling, with many small lakes 
LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�ODUJHU�*UHDW�
Slave Lake. Trees such as spruce 
and birch are abundant and there 
are also many areas of sand, 
muskeg and bare rock.

Yellowknife’s high latitude 
causes a large variation between 
day and night. Daylight hours 
UDQJH�IURP�ÀYH�KRXUV�RI�GD\-
light in December to twenty 
hours in June. Twilight lasts all 
night from late May to early 
July resulting in virtually no true 
darkness.

Yellowknife has the sunniest 
summer in Canada, averaging 
�����KRXUV�RI�VXQOLJKW�IURP� 
June to August. The average 
WHPSHUDWXUH�LQ�-XO\�LV�����&�
�����)��DOWKRXJK�GD\WLPH� 
temperatures are often  
considerably warmer.   
Yellowknife has a subarctic  
climate and averages less than 
����PP�����LQFKHV��RI� 
precipitation annually. 
 

To learn more about the  
Midnight Sun Fly In go to:
ZZZ�PLGQLJKWVXQÁ\LQ�FRP
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TKH�3DFLÀF�)O\LQJ�&OXE�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�ÁLJKW�
school on the West Coast of Canada, located at 
the Boundary Bay Airport - one of the busiest 
general aviation airports in Canada. The club 
ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�������WKHQ�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�&DQD-
GLDQ�3DFLÀF�$LUOLQHV�(PSOR\HHV�)O\LQJ�&OXE��
DQG�WKH\�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�WKHLU���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
this year. To celebrate this milestone they are 
hosting the Webster Memorial Trophy 
Competition (an annual competition to declare 
the “Top Amateur Pilot in Canada” - one of the 
PRVW�SUHVWLJLRXV�DYLDWLRQ�&DQDGLDQ�HYHQWV��WKLV�
$XJXVW���WK�WR���QG�

6LQFH�������WKH�FOXE�KDV�EHHQ�LQ�SDUWQHUVKLS�
with BCIT (British Columbia Institution of 
7HFKQRORJ\��RIIHULQJ�WKH�$LUOLQH�DQG�)OLJKW�
Operations - Commercial Pilot Diploma. The 

club proudly produced pilots that have moved 
RQ�WR�UHZDUGLQJ�FDUHHUV�LQ�DYLDWLRQ��Á\LQJ�IRU�
Canadian major airlines, regional airlines, 
international carriers, cargo, corporate and 
WKH�EXVK�Á\LQJ�VHFWRU��2QH�RI�WKHLU�JUDGXDWHV�
recently appeared on “Ice Pilots” getting his 
check with Buffalo Airways.

7KH�3DFLÀF�)O\LQJ�&OXE�LV�D�UHFRJQL]HG�OHDGHU�
in IFR and simulator training, having more 
simulator options than any school in the Lower 
Mainland, they value and invest in this  
WHFKQRORJ\�VLJQLÀFDQWO\��7KH\�DUH�SURXG�WR�
support Seneca College’s research towards 
DGYDQFHG�VLPXODWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ÁLJKW�WUDLQLQJ� 
industry and was honoured to be one of the 
few to be invited to test their research and 
ÁLJKW�WUDLQLQJ�PRGHOV��
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7KH\�KDYH�WKUHH�ÁLJKW�VLPXODWRUV�RQ� 
ORFDWLRQ��D�VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�$O�6LP�0&&����
/HYHO���%HHFKFUDIW�.LQJ�$LU�����VLPXODWRU��
which is the most advanced simulation  
DYDLODEOH��$�IXOO�PRWLRQ�5HG�%LUG�ÁLJKW� 
training device, with realistic wrap-around 
YLVXDOV��7KH�WKLUG�VLPXODWRU�LV�WKH�3DFLÀF� 
Flying Club Elite FTD, which is perfect for 
IFR training or working on instrument training 
for the Private Pilot License. 

,Q�WKHLU�ÁHHW�WKH\�KDYH�HOHYHQ�&HVVQD������ 
QLQH�&HVVQD������RQH�&HVVQD����5��RQH� 
&HVVQD����;3��RQH�&HVVQD����6�*������DQG�
two Piper Seneca. Totaling to twenty-tree 
single engine aircraft and two multi-engine 
aircraft available for training. 

7UXVW�LQ�WKH�3DFLÀF�)O\LQJ�&OXE�WR�SURYLGH� 
you the skills, experience, and knowledge 
necessary to be a successful pilot in Canadian 
aviation. 

Here’s what Tim Kingston, B-737 Captain of 
the WestJet Airlines had to say about the club: 

“Today’s airlines are demanding the very best 
from the pilots they hire, in terms of both raw 
Á\LQJ�DELOLW\�DQG�LQWHUSHUVRQDO�VNLOO�VHWV��7KHUH�
is an unyielding commitment by these  
companies to professionalism, and nothing less 
LV�H[SHFWHG�IURP�WKH�SLORWV�WKH\�KLUH��:LWK�WKHVH�
facts in mind, people wanting to pursue  
a career as airline pilots must develop  
QXPHURXV�KDUG�DQG�VRIW�VNLOOV�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�
SLORWLQJ�FRPSOH[��VWDWH�RI�WKH�DUW�DLUOLQHUV��
3DFLÀF�)O\LQJ�&OXE�RIIHUV�WKH�SUHFLVH�W\SH�RI�
training the pilots of today and tomorrow need 
WR�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�WKLV�JUHDW�LQGXVWU\��3DFLÀF�
)O\LQJ�&OXE�JDYH�PH�WKH�VWDUW�,�QHHGHG�WR�EH�
successful as an airline Captain and can do 
WKH�VDPH�IRU�\RX�µ

7R�ÀQG�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�3DFLÀF�)O\LQJ�
&OXE�KHUH�DW��ZZZ�SDFLÀFÁ\LQJ�FRP
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Aviation High: 

“A mild state of  

euphoria induced by 

WDONLQJ�DERXW��Á\LQJ�RU�
touching airplanes. Can 

affect any age or gender. 

2IWHQ�OHDGV�WR�Á\LQJ� 
lessons and aircraft 

ownership. No known 

cure. Fortunately, those  

affected do not want to 

be cured.”

,W�LV�WLPH�IRU�PH�WR�UHÁHFW�RQ�P\�SDVW�
WKLUW\�\HDUV�RI�Á\LQJ�DQG�VKDUH�ZLWK�
the rest of the world the highlight 
experience of the last three decades. 
1RZ�OHW·V�VHH��ZDV�LW�P\�ÀUVW�Á\LQJ�
OHVVRQ��P\�ÀUVW�VROR�ÁLJKW��RU�P\�
ÀQDO�ÁLJKW�WHVW"

No, every pilot goes through that, 
plus there was too much stress dur-
ing those milestones, and for me, 
those were ancient history.
2N�VR�ZDV�LW�WKH�ÀUVW�ÁLJKW�LQ�WKH�ÀUVW�
airplane that I ever owned, an Aeron-

ca Champ? I can fondly remember 
the countless hours spent landing in 
IDUPHUV�ÀHOGV��Á\LQJ�RQ�EHDXWLIXO�
CAVU fall days and just plane hav-
LQJ�IXQ��SXQ�LQWHQGHG��

Well, that’s a little bit closer, but it 
still doesn’t adequately describe my 
aviation high. To me, it is a feeling 
ZKLFK�LV�PXFK�PRUH�VLJQLÀFDQW�WKDW�
MXVW�WKH�ÁHHWLQJ�PRPHQW�SURGXFHG�E\�
an adrenalin rush.

In my mind, that can only leave one 
lifetime experience that manages to 
combine all of the activities I have 
already mentioned, was within recent 
memory and it still stirs a mild sense 
of euphoria when I think about it.

,�ZDV�OXFN\�HQRXJK�WR�ÀQG�WKH�DLU-
SODQH�RI�P\�GUHDPV�DQG�Á\�LW�EDFN�
home to Ontario from Fort St. John, 
British Columbia. 

The story begins back in the winter 
RI�������,�ZDV�EURZVLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�
latest COPA  listings of airplanes for 
VDOH�ZKHQ�,�ÀUVW�VDZ�WKH�DG�IRU�WKH�
0DXOH��DQ�0�����&��,PPHGLDWHO\�
I was interested. A Maule! I had 
always liked the aircraft. Weren’t 

they just a four-seater Champ on 
steroids? With that plane I could go 
somewhere – anywhere – reasonably 
IDVW��,�FRXOG�VKDUH�P\�ORYH�RI�ÁLJKW�
with my friends and my family; I 
FRXOG�VWLOO�ODQG�LQ�IDUPHU·V�ÀHOGV��DQG�
those joy rides my wife and I would 
take to a greasy-spoon restaurant for 
D�FRIIHH�RU�D�KDPEXUJHU�FRXOG�EH�����
PLOHV�IURP�KRPH�LQVWHDG�RI�MXVW����
But boy, did it ever cost a lot of 
money, and ditto for the operating 
costs.

I didn’t want to be interested in the 
plane. I was simply too expensive for 
me. Yet that internet listing and the 
photos drew me in like a magnet.
No, I couldn’t justify the investment. 
It was over-equipped. What was a 
Nordo Champ pilot like me going to 
do with an IFR-legal airplane? 
I tried to stop going to the broker’s 
website, and I actually succeeded 
for about ten days, but then I noticed 
something else; a new, lower price. I 
was hooked again.

I had to follow through with this  
machine until it was sold. A  few 
more weeks went by and the price 
continued to creep lower and lower. 

:OB:MBHG�AB@A

aviator canada | april 2015 vol.1 | p.8

WRITTEN BY DAVID JACKSON

A PILOT OF OVER 30 YEARS, DAVID JACKSON SHARES THE HIGHLIGHT OF HIS AVIATION CAREER, FLYING 
HIS NEWLY BOUGHT MAULE M7 260C FROM NORTHERN, BC & BACK TO ORANGEVILLE, ONTARIO

PART 1



Finally, I had to talk to my wife, 
Janey, about it. I gave her all the  
reasons why we shouldn’t buy it. 
It was too much money, I told her.  
It was too new and complicated for 
DQ�ROG�Á\ER\�OLNH�PH��,W�ZRXOGQ·W�EH�
as much fun as the old Champ.  

The airplane was in northern British  
Columbia and I had no idea who 
I could trust to do a pre-purchase 
inspection, let alone get it back to 
our home near Orangeville, Ontario. 
We could invest the money in other 
things, I explained – all to no avail. 
Janey actually liked the idea of a 
four-seater aircraft that could get 
somewhere in a reasonable amount 
of time, and actually had a heater in 
it.

I was running out of excuses. I had 
to phone the broker, and when I did, 
I put him through the same song and 
GDQFH�DV�P\�ZLIH�²�WKH�����KRUVH-
power engine was too big compared 
to my Champ. All I really needed 
ZDV�WKH�����KS�PRGHO�DQG��WKH� 
avionics were too extensive for the 
W\SH�RI�Á\LQJ�,�GR�

Like all good salesman,  he came up 
with a logical response to every one 
of my concerns.

,�KHVLWDWHG��VWDOOHG��DFWXDOO\���DQG�LW�
almost cost me the plane. Shortly 
after speaking with the broker, the 
words “Deposit on this plane”  
appeared on the internet listing for 
the Maule. I had waited too long, and 
another buyer had swooped in and 
stolen her from me.

But wait! A week later, those fateful 
words were gone. The Maule was 
back on the market, just waiting for 
the right buyer. I couldn’t help but 
wonder  what caused the earlier deal 
to fall through. Had the previous 
potential buyer spotted a defect, a 
problem with the plane? Was the bird 
that I had pined over for the past few 
weeks really a dud? 

,�ZDV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�DQ[LHW\�DV�,�SLFNHG�
up the phone to speak with the 
broker once again. Again he assured 
me, as all good salesmen do, that the 
Maule was still in good condition, 
but that the deal had fallen through 
because the other buyer – a doctor – 

didn’t think he could handle the tail 
wheel.

The next call I made was to Stan 
9DQGHUSORHJ��ZKR�ÁLHV�D�3LHWHQSRO�
and has been my Champ’s mechanic 
for the past twenty years. I told him 
DERXW�WKH�0DXOH�DQG�KH�DJUHHG�WR�Á\�
out with me to inspect the plane, and 
\HV��KH�ZRXOG�Á\�EDFN�WR�2QWDULR�
with me in the Maule if I decided to 
buy it.

+H�ZDV�D�FHUWLÀHG�$LU�&DQDGD� 
PHFKDQLF�VR�KH�GHFLGHG�WR�Á\� 
standby, but once we got to the  
airport the lineup was so long we 
knew he wouldn’t get a seat. He 
called his wife to come and pick him 
up, and I proceeded ahead of him.
I touched down in Fort St. John 
RQ�$XJXVW���������DQG�LPPHGL-
ately went looking for the Maule, 
its owner or anyone else who could 
give me some information about the 
plane. There was a slight problem, 
WKRXJK��LW�ZDV�DERXW������S�P��DQG�
there wasn’t a soul in sight.
It was time to pack it in for the night 
so I got a taxi, headed into town and 
found a room for the night. With 
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my heart pumping in anticipation 
RI�ÀQDOO\�OD\LQJ�H\HV�RQ�WKH�SODQH��,�
hadn’t realized just how tired I was 
XQWLO�,�ÀQDOO\�KLW�WKH�VKHHWV�ODWHU�WKDW�
night. 

The next morning, I arrived at the 
airport very early. A fuel attendant 
directed me to the appropriate hangar 
DQG�WKHUH�,�ÀQDOO\�VDZ�7+(�DLUSODQH��
I just stood there, staring at it. It 
was even better than I had imagined. 
:RZ���$�WKUHH�EODGHG������KRUVH-
power Maule taildragger. It looked 
mean, rugged and ready for action.
It was still early and the vendor was 
nowhere in sight, so I didn’t dare 
touch it. That would be breaking 
some federal law. I just hoped that 
when he did arrive he wouldn’t 
notice the breath marks I had left on 
the windows and the fuselage.

Finally the vendor, also named Dave, 
showed up. I introduced myself  
and we exchanged the regular  
pleasantries, but I had a hard time 
containing my enthusiasm. 
Dave agreed to take me on a test 
ÁLJKW�ODWHU�WKDW�GD\��EXW�KH�VDLG�WKDW�
KH�KDG�VRPH�ÁLJKW�OHVVRQV�DQG� 

SDSHUZRUN�WR�FDWFK�XS�RQ�ÀUVW��,� 
was totally devastated. I had been  
following this plane for weeks  
RQOLQH��ÁRZQ�DFURVV�WKH�HQWLUH� 
country just to get a glimpse of it, 
and he was going to make me wait a 
few more hours? The plane – which 
was sitting right next to me on the 
tarmac – might as well have been 
�����PLOHV�IURP�WKHUH�

So I spent the next few hours pouring 
RYHU�ÁLJKW�PDQXDOV�DQG�DLUSODQH�ORJV�
trying to absorb as much information 
and as many critical numbers and 
techniques as I could. I even tracked 
down the AME who had been look-
ing after the plane and had a great 
discussion with him about it. Finally, 
the anointed hour arrived and I hiked 
EDFN�WR�WKH�ÁLJKW�VFKRRO��'DYH�WKH�
vendor was ready, Dave the potential 
buyer was ready, and the airplane 
was ready; what more did we need?

I had practiced my “entry into a 
Maule” technique for the past two 
years at the Canadian Aviation  
Expo and I thought I had the  
procedure down pat, but I guess in 
my excitement I had forgotten every-
thing I learned about how to make a 
graceful entrance. I’m not sure, but 
I may have even ended up facing 
backwards...

Part 2 of Aviation High will be  

continued in the next Aviator 

Canada Magazine issue. 

David was raised on a Beef farm 
in Southern Ontario and earned 
KLV�ZLQJV�DW�WKH�%UDPSWRQ�)O\LQJ�
&OXE�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����·V���+H�ÁHZ�DQ�
Aeronca Champ NORDO around the 
province for 30 years while farming 
with his wife Janey and three  
FKLOGUHQ���1RZ�KH�DQG�-DQH\�JHW�WR�
Á\�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZKLOH�VWLOO� 
FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�IDUP�
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“... I was inside the  

airplane, sitting down 

when the engine  

roared to life ...”
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Pilots from across Canada are 

answering the call to join a huge 

FURVV�&DQDGD�ÀLJKW�SODQQHG�WR� 
take-off July 15, 2015. With 4 

PRQWKV�WR�JR�WLOO�ÀLJKW�WLPH���� 
DLUSODQHV�DQG�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����
SLORWV�KDYH�DOUHDG\�VLJQHG�XS�� 
YLUWXDOO\�DVVXULQJ�WKDW�RUJDQL]HUV�
ZLOO�UHDFK�WKHLU�����DLUSODQH� 
target. 

7KH�ÀLJKW�OLNH�DOO�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
ÀLJKWV�RI�WKH�&HQWXU\�)OLJKW�&OXE��LV�
EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�WKH�ELJJHVW�WUDQVLWLRQ�
RI�DLUFUDIW�WR�À\�DFURVV�&DQDGD��7KH�
EUDLQFKLOG�RI�IRUPHU�79�SURGXFHU�
-RKQ�/RYHODFH��WKH�ÀLJKW�ZLOO�WDNH�
4 days in a cross-country odyssey 

IURP�%&�WR�2QWDULR��7KH�ÀLJKW�ZLOO�
VWRS�DW����DLUSRUWV�DORQJ�WKH�ZD\��
LQFOXGLQJ���PDMRU�VWRSV�IRU� 
UHJLRQDO�FHOHEUDWLRQV�DQG�WKHQ�HQGV�

ZLWK�D�¿YH�GD\�DYLDWLRQ� 
FRQYHQWLRQ�LQ�2WWDZD��

7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�GRQH�RXW�RI�
WKH�&OXE¶V�RI¿FH�LQ�5LFKPRQG��
%&�ZKHUH�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�RUJDQL]HG�
IURP�WKH�¿UVW�WDNHRII�WR�WKH�FORVLQJ�
EDQTXHW��

³7R�JHW�VR�PDQ\�DLUSODQHV�LQWR�WKH�
air each time will take more than 

an hour; re-fuelling them alone will 

take as much as three hours” said 

/RYHODFH�ZKR�VHUYHV�DV�FKDLUPDQ�RI�
WKH�FOXE��

³5LJKW�IURP�WKH�VWDUW�ZH�NQHZ�ZH�
FRXOG�QRW�FRQWURO�ZHDWKHU��EXW�WKHUH�
DUH�GR]HQV�RI�WKLQJV�ZH�FRXOG� 
control” he added. 

$OVR�WKH�FOXEV�FUHGR�LV�WKDW�D�ZHOO�

RUJDQL]HG�HYHQW�VKRXOG�QRW� 
DSSHDU�WR�EH�RUJDQL]HG�DW�DOO��
´7KLQJV�VKRXOG�MXVW�KDSSHQ� 
VHDPOHVVO\´�VDLG�/RYHODFH��³6R�
ZKHQ�ZH�VKRZ�XS�IRU�IXHO� 
VRPHZKHUH�WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�IXHO�
DYDLODEOH��VWDII�WR�KHOS�RXW��ZDWHU�
to drink, and toilet tissues in the 

stalls!”
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Jim Moffatt is the President of the 

FOXE�IRU�������,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�
$YLDWRU�&DQDGD�KH�HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�
RYHU����GLIIHUHQW�DLUSODQH�W\SHV��
ZKLFK�FRYHU�WKH�VSHFWUXP�RI� 
JHQHUDO�DYLDWLRQ�LQ�&DQDGD�ZLOO�WDNH�
SDUW�LQ�WKH�HYHQW��

³7KH�H[SHULHQFHG�DYLDWRUV�ZH�SXOO�
together each year are outstanding, 

ZLWK�DOO�NLQGV�RI�SLORWV�UHSUHVHQWHG��
7KHVH�SLORWV�LQFOXGH�UHFUHDWLRQDO�
SLORWV��ÀLJKW�LQVWUXFWRUV��DQG�VHQLRU�
DLUOLQH�SLORWV��:H�KDYH�KLJK�WLPH�
DQG�QHZ�SLORWV�WRR´�VDLG�0U�0RI-
IDWW��³,WV�D�JUHDW�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�

ZLWK�ORZ�WLPH�SLORWV�OHDUQLQJ�IURP�
YHWHUDQV�HYHU\�VWHS�RI�WKH�ZD\�´
 

,W¶V�GLI¿FXOW�WR�LPDJLQJ�WKH�RYHU-
DOO�VFDOH�RI�D�ÀLJKW�RI�VR�PDQ\�
DLUFUDIW��,I�VRPHRQH�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�
RQ�WKH�JURXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW�LW�
would take more than one hour for 

WKH�SODQHV�WR�FURVV�RYHUKHDG��-XVW�
DVVHPEOLQJ�DOO�WKH�DLUFUDIW�DW�DQ�
DLU¿HOG�FDQ�PDNH�IRU�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
SDUNLQJ�ORJLVWLFV��

:KHQ�WKH�&HQWXU\�)OLJKW�YLVLWHG�
Whitehorse in 2010 it was  

estimated it was the largest  

FROOHFWLRQ�RI�FLYLOLDQ�DLUSODQHV�HYHU�
DW�WKH�DLUSRUW��,Q�IDFW��/RYHODFH�

HVWLPDWHV�WKDW�WKH�&HQWXU\�&OXE�
KDV�SUREDEO\�VHW�ODUJHVW�QXPEHU�
RI�DLUFUDIW�UHFRUGV�DW����DLUSRUWV�LQ�
&DQDGD�VLQFH�LWV�¿UVW�ÀLJKW�LQ������

7KH�&HQWXU\�)OLJKW�FOXE�RI�&DQDGD�
LV�D�1DWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�PDGH�XS�
RI����YROXQWHHUV�ZKR�VHUYH�RQ�WKH�
([HFXWLYH�WHDP������DFWLYH� 

PHPEHUV�DQG�DVVRFLDWHV��DQG�RYHU�
�����DVVRFLDWHV�RQ�WKH�FOXEV� 
mailing list. 

,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�
FOXE�RU�WDNH�SDUW�LQ�WKLV�\HDUV�ÀLJKW�
SOHDVH�FKHFN�RXW�
ZZZ�DYLDWRUFDQDGD�FRP

<HGMBGN>='''
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Air 1 National Capital 

Discovery Tour 2015

July 18th - 22nd

Ottawa,

Ontario

604-812-4653 or�ZZZ�FURVVFDQDGDÀLJKW�FRP

([SHULHQFH�À\LQJ�ZLWK�\RXU�
&DQDGLDQ�IULHQGV�D�RXU�DQQXDO�FRQYHQWLRQ�

7KLV�\HDU�LQ�2WWDZD��2QWDULR�

O]�j]�`Ynaf_�Y�HYjlq�af�
GllYoY$�Yf\&&&

pilot friends at

http://www.aviatorcanada.com/
http://www.crosscanadaflight.com


updates

We eat, drink and sleep aviation for 9 solid days.  
O]� Ûq� [jgkk%;YfY\Y� Yf\� d]Yjf� YZgml� Ûa_`l� hdYffaf_$� 
fYna_Ylagf�Yf\�\]Yd�oal`�o]Yl`]j� [`Yf_]k$� Yll]f\�gmj� 
Ûa_`l�k]eafYjk�Yf\�o]Yl`]j�Zja]Úf_k$�]ph]ja]f[]�\Yadq�
Ûq%gmlk� Yf\� _jgmh� Ûqaf_� l][`faim]k$� d]Yjf� YZgml� l`]� 
_]g_jYh`q$�dYm_`�Yf\�`Yf_�gml�oal`�l`]�_j]Yl]kl�hadglk�
af�;YfY\Y$�Yf\�af�l`]�hjg[]kk�Z][ge]�keYjl]j�hadglk�lgg&�

%�>gmf\]j$�Bg`f�dgn]dY[]�
� Imgl]�lg�;:;�Y^l]j�l`]�*((1�Ûa_`l

“

”

+)*.�HMM:P:�=:R�MKBIL�

RHG�/DNH�$LUSRUW�LV�KRVWLQJ�D�ZHOFRPLQJ�UHFHSWLRQ�
IRU�RXU�VWRS�RQ�)ULGD\���WK��������7KH\�KDYH�RUJDQL]HG�
IRU�+RQRUDU\�&RORQHO�*HUDOG�3��-��+DGGRQ�RI�WKH�5R\DO�
&DQDGLDQ�$LU�)RFH�WR�EH�WKH�VSHDNHU�DW�WKLV�HYHQW�IRU�
WKH�FOXE��+H�LV�WKH�JUDQGVRQ�RI�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�&DQDGLDQ�
DYLDWLRQ���-RKQ�$OH[DQGHU�'RXJODV�0F&XUG\��SLORW�RI�WKH�
6LOYHU�'DUW��:H�ZLOO�JHW�WR�PDUYHO�DW�WKLV�DLUFUDIW�ODWHU��
ZKHQ�ZH¶UH�LQ�2WWDZD�DW�WKH�ÀLJKW�PXVHXP��

�Gmj�L`j]]�<Yq�Ljahk�@Yn]�
Been Finalized!
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+DUULH�-RQHV��&OXE�'LUHFWRU��DQG�&HQWXU\�)OLJKW�&OXE�
3UHVLGHQW�-LP�0RIIDWW��ZLWK�6LPRQ�*DUUHWW�IURP�WKH� 
5RFNFOLIIH�)O\LQJ�&OXE��DQG�&)&�&KDLUPDQ�-RKQ�
/RYHODFH�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�GHWDLOV�IRU�-XO\������

1. “1000 Island Tour!”

��;gjfoYdd�Caf_klgf�LjaYf_d]���

2. “Auction History Tour!”

��?Ylaf]Ym2�Oaf_k�Emk]me���

+&�
?gdÚf_���?YddanYflaf_�Lgmj�� 

��Mhh]j�;YfY\Y�NaddY_]���

http://centuryflightclub.wix.com/centuryflightclub#!2015Flight%20-%20Cross-Canada%20Flight/cee5
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Lakeland, Florida 
Winter Haven Airport
April 21st - 26th, 2015 

AOO�KRWHOV�DUH�QRZ�VROG�RXW��WKH�¿QDO�
KHDG�FRXQW�LV�FRPSOHWH��:H�KDYH����
UHJLVWUDWLRQV�DQG�ZH�DUH�À\LQJ�GRZQ�WR�
)ORULGD�WKLV�6SULQJ�%UHDN��,W�ZLOO�EH�D�
JUHDW�DGYHQWXUH�ZLWK�VRPH�6XQ�µQ�)XQ��

Our glorious leader, Whitney  

+DPPRQG��LV�GRLQJ�D�SKHQRPHQDO�MRE�
RUJDQL]LQJ�WKH�ÀLJKW�DQG�ZLOO�VRRQ�EH�
FRQWDFWLQJ�WKH�JURXS�GLUHFWO\�WR� 
RUJDQL]H�D�GLQQHU�DQG�À\�RXW��

)O\LQJ�LQ�&DQDGD�LV�RQH�WKLQJ��)O\LQJ�
LQ�WKH�86�LV�DQRWKHU��,I�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�
WR�EXGG\�XS�DQG�À\�ZLWK�VRPHGRZQ�
GRZQ�WRJHWKHU��SOHDVH�H�PDLO�:KLWQH\�
DW��ZKLWQH\#VRYHUHLJQZHDOWK�FD�EDFN�
ZLWK�\RXU�QDPH��H�PDLO�	�SODFH�RI�
GHSDUWXUH�DQG�VKH�ZLOO�KHOS�VHW�SHRSOH�
XS�WRJHWKHU��

WE’RE HEADING TO 
FLORIDA THIS YEAR!
NIGHT AIRSHOWS
:HGQHVGD\��$SULO����DQG�6DWXUGD\��
$SULO����DW���S�P��RQ�$LUVLGH�
As the sun begins to set behind the 
western horizon, the skies over the 
681�
Q�)81�ÁLJKWOLQH�RQ�/DNH-
land Linder Airport will ignite with 
the pyrotechnic artistry of several 
ZRUOG�FODVV�DHUREDWLF�Á\HUV�WKDW�
FUHDWH�RQH�RI�WKH�VLJQDWXUH�KLJKOLJKWV�RI�WKH�681�
Q�)81�H[SHULHQFH�
HDFK�\HDU�²�WKH�1LJKW�$LUVKRZ��<RX�ZLOO�ZLWQHVV�WKH�VWUHDPLQJ�ÁDUHV�
and shower of red, yellow, blue, and white bursts throughout the show 
that is skillfully choreographed overhead. 

:KLWQH\�+DPPRQG��RXU�6XQ�µQ�)XQ�)OLJKW�'LUHFWRU�LV�ORRNLQJ�
IRUZDUG�WR�GRLQJ�VRPH�¿VKLQJ�GRZQ�LQ�)ORULGD�

http://centuryflightclub.wix.com/centuryflightclub#!2015Flight%20-%20Cross-Canada%20Flight/cee5
http://www.crosscanadaflight.com
mailto:whitney%40sovereignwealth.ca%20?subject=Sun%20%27n%20Fun%20-%20Buddying%20Up
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TKH�5RELQ�����GHVLJQ�GDWHV�
EDFN�WR�������DQG�ZHOO�RYHU�������
variants of the aircraft have been 
produced by the manufacturer at its 
factory in Darois, just northwest of 
Dijon in France.

7KH�QHZ�5RELQ�����SURGXFWLRQ�
versions are now all designated 
'5����DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�VKDUH�WKH�
same fuselage layout and dimen-
sions coupled with the distinctive 
Robin low set, cranked wing (of 
various wing chords and developed 
from an earlier Jodel design  
with washout on the outer wing  
VHFWLRQV���,W�DOVR�UHWDLQV�WKH�VDPH�
classic large, full cabin length, 
bubble-type canopy with a forward 
sliding front section for pilot and 
SDVVHQJHU�HQWU\��$OO�'5���� 
YHUVLRQV�KDYH�D�À[HG��IDLUHG� 
tricycle gear.

7KH�'5����UDQJH�IHDWXUHV�IRXU�GLI-

IHUHQW�SHWURO��DYJDV��W\SHV�� 
+RZHYHU��VLQFH�������WKDW�HQJLQH�
range has been supplemented by 
WKH�'5����&',�W\SH��D�WZR�OLWUH�
WXUER�GLHVHO�HQJLQH��XVLQJ�-HW�$���
IXHO��DQG�UDWHG�DW����EKS������ 
YHUVLRQ��RU�����EKS�����6�YHUVLRQ��

The diesel engine used on the 
'5����LV�EDVHG�RQ�D�GHVLJQ� 
originally produced by Thielert 
Aircraft Engines. Thielert went 
into bankruptcy and was bought by 
&RQWLQHQWDO�0RWRUV��86��LQ�-XO\�
������&RQWLQHQWDO�0RWRUV�KDG�LWVHOI�
been sold to the China-based AVIC 
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������
The two diesel engine versions on 
WKH�'5����DUH�QRZ�PDUNHWHG�DV�
Continental “Centurion” engines.

7KH�YLVLRQ�WR�HTXLS�WKH�'5����
range with turbo-diesel engines 
was, to a large part, driven by an 
individual: Steve Bailey, the owner 
of Mistral Aviation and the sole UK 

distributor of Robin Aircraft.  
%DLOH\�OHQW�KLV�RZQ�'5���� 
�*�-60+��WR�WKH�5RELQ�&RPSDQ\�
to facilitate the development  
SURJUDPPH�IRU�ÀWWLQJ�WKH� 
Centurion engines, which led to  
the issuing of an EASA  
6XSSOHPHQWDO�7\SH�&HUWLÀFDWH�
�67&��LQ�������$GGLWLRQDO�67&V�
IRU�WKH�'5����QRZ�FRYHU�WKH� 
*DUPLQ�GLJLWDO�DYLRQLFV�DQG�WKH�
new Oratex paint-impregnated 
fabric wing covering – developed 
IURP�*HUPDQ�PRGHO�DLUFUDIW� 
technology – which eliminates the 
historical problem of surface crack-
ing that is common in over-painted 
plain fabric.

7KH�'5����&',�����DQG�&',����6�
versions, with the above STCs 
incorporated, are now produced as 
a production standard by Robin. 
Additionally, with the standard 
XSJUDGHG�HQJLQH�H[KDXVW�ÀWWHG�WR�
PHHW�VWULQJHQW�*HUPDQ�QRLVH� 
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regulations, it means that the 
'5����&',�����DQG�&',����6�DUH�
DOVR�FHUWLÀHG�DV�JOLGHU�WXJV�

6SHFLÀFDWLRQ
The aircraft I would evaluate would 
EH�0LVWUDO�$YLDWLRQ·V�RZQ�'5����
&',����6��ZKLFK�LV�UHJLVWHUHG�
*�-60+��7KH�&',�����YHUVLRQ�LV�
SULPDULO\�DLPHG�DW�Á\LQJ�VFKRROV��
DQG�WKH�&',����6�LV�PDUNHWHG�DV�D�
true four-seat touring aircraft.

7KH�&RQWLQHQWDO�&',�����DQG�&',�
���6�DUH�ERWK�IXHO�LQMHFWHG�� 
water-cooled turbo-diesels using 
-HW�$���IXHO��QRZ�ZLGHO\�DYDLODEOH�
DW�PRVW�JHQHUDO�DYLDWLRQ�DLUÀHOGV���
using full authority digital engine 
FRQWURO��)$'(&��DQG�UHTXLULQJ�QR�
mechanical back-up control. The 
engines drive a three-bladed,  
variable pitch propeller produced 
by MT. It has no reverse pitch.

The true single power lever now 
automatically controls power and 

propeller pitch combined, and 
power is indicated to the pilot as 
a simple percentage. The FADEC 
removes the need to monitor and 
separately control boost, mixture, 
propeller RPM or carburettor heat 
at varying airspeeds, altitudes or 
RXWVLGH�DLU�WHPSHUDWXUHV��2$7V���
The engine block of the Centurion 
is made from aluminum rather than 
the cast iron used in the original 
Thielert engines, which grants  
VLJQLÀFDQW�ZHLJKW�VDYLQJ�

The digital avionics feature  
WKH�WZR�VFUHHQ�*DUPLQ�*���� 
HOHFWURQLF�ÁLJKW�LQIRUPDWLRQ� 
V\VWHP��(),6��RQ�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�RI�
the instrument console, and the 
WRXFK�VFUHHQ�*DUPLQ�*71�����
navigation and radio display on the 
right side. The depth of the instru-
PHQW�FRQVROH�RI�WKH�'5����LV�QRW�
big enough to accommodate the 
ODUJHU�*DUPLQ������W\SH�GLVSOD\V��
Two small standby digital  
GLVSOD\V�IRU�DUWLÀFLDO�KRUL]RQ� 
�$+��DQG�DOWLWXGH�DLUVSHHG�VHSDUDWH�
the main display sides. The EFIS is 

supplemented by a two-axis S-Tec 
DXWRSLORW�DV�ZHOO�DV�D�WUDIÀF� 
collision avoidance system 
�7&$6���DQG�$')�DQG�'0(� 
navigation aid receivers. In this 
FRQÀJXUDWLRQ�WKH�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�
IXOO\�($6$�LQVWUXPHQW�ÁLJKW�UXOHV�
�,)5��FHUWLÀFDWHG��7KH�'5���� 
family has no anti-ice system.

1RUPDO�IXHO�FDSDFLW\�LV�����OLWUHV�
���86JDO���EXW�*�-60+�ZDV� 
ÀWWHG�ZLWK�WKH�RSWLRQDO�ORQJ�UDQJH�
IXHO�WDQN�WKDW�DGGV�DQ�H[WUD����
OLWUHV������OLWUHV�RI�-HW�$���JUDQWV�
the aircraft a still air maximum 
UDQJH�RI����QP�������NP���ZKLFK�
DOORZV�IRU��K�RI�ÁLJKW�ZLWK��K�
reserve. This is based on starting 
from the maximum take-off weight 
�072:��RI������NJ�ZKHQ�Á\LQJ�
DW�������IW������P�DW�����SRZHU��
ZLWK����OLWUHV�KRXU�RI�IXHO� 
consumption and an economical 
FUXLVH�VSHHG�RI����NW�����NP�K�� 
LQGLFDWHG�DLU�VSHHG��,$6���7KH� 
diesel engine can also be run at up 
WR������SRZHU�ZLWKRXW�WLPH� 
limitations. Mistral claims a cost 
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VDYLQJ�LQ�IXHO�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����
SHU�ÁLJKW�KRXU�LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�DQ�
avgas-powered aircraft of similar 
FRQÀJXUDWLRQ��DQG�WKLV�UHGXFWLRQ�
in direct operating costs represents 
D�YHU\�VLJQLÀFDQW�VDYLQJ�WR�WKH�
RZQHU�RSHUDWRU�RYHU�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�
aircraft.

7LPH�EHWZHHQ�RYHUKDXOV��7%2��RI�
WKH�HQJLQH�LV�������ÁLJKW�KRXUV����
years, but Robin expects this TBO 
WR�EH�H[WHQGHG�WR�������ÁLJKW�KRXUV�
LQ�������(QJLQH�RYHUKDXO�FRVW�LV� 
���������3URSHOOHU�UHGXFWLRQ� 
gearbox time between exchange is 
���K��DV�D�UHSODFHPHQW�SDUW� 
VZRS�RXW��DQG�D�QHZ�JHDUER[�XQLW�
FRVW�LV���������7KHVH�HQJLQH�JHDU-
box costs must then be balanced 
DJDLQVW�WKH�VLJQLÀFDQW�VDYLQJV�
made in fuel.

7KH�072:�RI�WKH�'5����&',�
���6�LV�������NJ��7KH�EDVLF� 

operating weight (BOW = no fuel, 
FDUJR�RU�SLORW�SDVVHQJHUV��RI� 
*�-60+�ZDV����NJ��JLYLQJ�D� 
XVHIXO�ORDG�RI����NJ��7ZR�DGXOWV�
and two children at an assumed 
ZHLJKW�RI����NJ����NJ��PD[LPXP��
RI�EDJJDJH�DQG����NJ�IXHO� 
(equalling the maximum long-
UDQJH�IXHO�RI�����OLWUHV��PHDQV�WKDW�
the aircraft is a true four-seater, 
while at the same time retaining 
true maximum range.

The aircraft has conventional,  
XQSRZHUHG�Á\LQJ�FRQWUROV�ZLWK�
ailerons on the outboard wing  
VHFWLRQ��DQ�DOO�Á\LQJ�KRUL]RQWDO�
stabilizer with balance tab and  
electric trim, and two-stage  
HOHFWULFDOO\�GULYHQ�ÁDSV�����NW� 
GHSOR\PHQW�OLPLW���7KH�UXGGHU�LV�
also electrically trimmed. Best 
DQJOH�RI�FOLPE�LV�REWDLQHG�DW���NW�
DQG�EHVW�UDWH�RI�FOLPE�����IW�PLQ�
DW�072:��LV�DW���NW��7DNH�RII�

GLVWDQFH�WR�FOHDU�D���P�REVWDFOH�LV�
���P�����P�JURXQG�UROO��DQG�ODQG-
LQJ�GLVWDQFH�RYHU�D���P�REVWDFOH�LV�
���P�����P�JURXQG�UROO���7\SLFDO�
URWDWH�VSHHG�LV���NW�ZLWK�ÁDS�DW�
VHWWLQJ����DQG�W\SLFDO�ÀQDO�DSSURDFK�
VSHHG�LV���NW�ZLWK�ÁDS���LQWR�D���NW�
ÁDUH��0D[LPXP�FHLOLQJ�LV�������IW��
QHYHU�H[FHHG�DLUVSHHG��9QH��LV�
���NW��WKH�PD[LPXP�GHPRQVWUDWHG�
FURVVZLQG�LV���NW��7KH�DLUFUDIW�KDV�
no aerobatic or deliberate spinning 
capability.

The aerostructure (all Robins are 
PDGH�HQWLUHO\�IURP�ZRRG��KDV�
D�ZDUUDQW\�RI����\HDUV�DQG�WKH�
2UDWH[�ZLQJ�IDEULF�ZDUUDQW\�LV����
years. 

Evaluation
7KH�HYDOXDWLRQ�ZDV�ÁRZQ�IURP�
(OVWUHH�$HURGURPH��(*75�� 
XVLQJ�UXQZD\�����WDUPDF���:LQG�
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ZDV��������JXVWLQJ���NW��2$7�
��Ý&��DQG�YLVLELOLW\�ZDV�JUHDWHU�
WKDQ���NP��$LUFUDIW�DOO�XS�ZHLJKW�
�$8:��ZLWK�WKUHH�DGXOWV�DQG����
litres of fuel was approximately 
���NJ�

7KH�ÀUVW�QRWLFHDEOH�WKLQJ�DERXW�
WKH�'5����&',�IURP�WKH�RXWVLGH�
was the incredibly smooth fuselage 
VXUIDFH�WKDW�UHSOLFDWHV�FDUERQ�ÀEUH�
LQ�LWV�ÀQLVK��(QWU\�WR�WKH�FRFNSLW�
can be made from either side, with 
passenger entry to the rear cockpit 
facilitated by folding the backs of 
the front seats forward. The  
baggage compartment, accessed  
on the left-hand side of the aircraft,  
was not voluminous but looked as 
if it had space for two medium-
sized holdalls.

Field of view from the cockpit was 
outstanding, with the canopy  
coming below elbow level at the 
side. With the EFIS console, the 
single ‘tee handle’ shaped power 
lever and the central, dual control 
columns, the cockpit felt wonder-
fully uncluttered.

Pre-start checks were minimal  
and the key start was identical to 
that of a car, with no need for  
priming or mixture lever gymnas-
tics. The FADEC integrity check 
was the essential element post-start. 
*URXQG�KDQGOLQJ�ZDV�SUHFLVH��ZLWK�
nosewheel steering allied to  
excellent brakes.

Prior to take-off the aircraft was 
held on the brakes momentarily 
DW������SRZHU�WR�FKHFN�WKDW�WKH�
propeller reached and stabilized at 
�����USP��7DNH�RII�DFFHOHUDWLRQ�
with the variable-pitch propeller 
was noticeably faster than with 

D�À[HG�SURS��$IWHU�URWDWH��DQG�LQ�
chase with the photo ship, the  
controls felt light and well  
KDUPRQL]HG��7KH�HOHFWULF�ÁDS�WUDYHO�
is designed to be slow (approxi-
PDWHO\���V�IURP�ÁDS���WR�XS�DQG�
�V�IURP�ÁDS���WR�XS��VR�WKHUH�ZHUH�
virtually no out-of-trim forces felt 
DV�WKH�ÁDSV�ZHUH�PRYHG�LQ�HLWKHU�
up or down. Control breakout  
and freeplay were small but  
centering laterally was not that 
strong. However, this was not a 
distracting feature.

No adverse yaw was discernible 
and the aircraft exhibited no Dutch-
roll tendency. Roll rate at full 
ODWHUDO�GHÁHFWLRQ�ZDV�W\SLFDO�RI�D�
*$�W\SH�DLUFUDIW�DW�DURXQG������Ý�
s. The aircraft rolled moderately 
ZLWK�UXGGHU�DQG��DW���NW��D�VWHDG\�
heading sideslip showed it could 
JHQHUDWH���Ý��RI�VLGHVOLS�IRU�D� 
kick-off-drift crosswind landing.  
$���Ý��J�OHYHO�WXUQ�DW����NW�
showed no wing buffet.

Longitudinal stability away from 
trim speed was distinct but moder-
ate in force and quickly negated by 
the pitch trim. The control column 
‘stick top’ was my only dislike. It 
had two prominent buttons: red for 
autopilot disconnect and black for 
autopilot control steering, but then 
KDG�ÀYH�YHU\�VPDOO�DQG�UHFHVVHG�
buttons: one black radio transmit 
button and four grey ones for pitch 
WULP��XS�GRZQ��DQG�UXGGHU�WULP�
�OHIW�ULJKW���7KHVH�UHFHVVHG�EXWWRQV�
were not always easy to feel and I 
would have preferred them to be 
more prominent.

$W�����SRZHU�DQG������IW� 
DOWLWXGH�LQ�OHYHO�ÁLJKW��WKH�DLUFUDIW� 
VWDELOLVHG�DW�����.,$6��NQRWV�

LQGLFDWHG�DLUVSHHG���7KH�FRPELQHG�
engine instrument does not show 
IXHO�ÁRZ��7KH�DLUFUDIW�ZDV�SODFHG�
LQWR�D�VOLJKW�GLYH�DQG�DW����NW�
the control forces, while slightly 
heavier in pitch and roll, remained 
light and perfectly acceptable. Two 
OHYHO�VWDOOV�ZLWK�LGOH�SRZHU�DQG�ÁDS�
��JDYH�D�VWDOO�ZDUQLQJ�KRUQ�DW���NW�
DQG�D�GHÀQHG�QRVH�GURS�DW���NW��
Each stall was accompanied by a 
very small left wing drop but that 
may have been in part generated by 
me not having ensured perfect trim 
in yaw.

In formation around the photo 
VKLS�,�ZRUNHG�WKH�HQJLQH�SURSHOOHU�
combination hard, but the power 
response always remained smooth, 
rapid and effective. In the cruise at 
�����IW��WKH�$3�IXQFWLRQV�ZHUH�HDV\�
to manage, the level ride was very 
FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�WKH�VXSHUE�ÀHOG�RI�
view continued to delight me.

On recovery to Elstree, three  
YLVXDO�FLUFXLWV�ZHUH�ÁRZQ�LQ�JXVW\� 
crosswind conditions. The variable 
pitch propeller allows for speed  
to be shed quickly if fast on  
approach. In the gusty conditions 
the aircraft felt stable and I elected 
for a decelerating approach from 
��NW�LQWR�D���NW�ÁDUH��3UHFLVH� 
touchdowns to the selected  
touchdown point were easy to 
make while still coping with  
kicking off drift in the crosswind. 
7KH�'5����&',�UHWDLQV�WKH� 
Robin’s trademark short take-off 
DQG�ODQGLQJ��672/��FDSDELOLWLHV�
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West Coast Escapes TV 
- 1000 Mile Flight - 

,Q�WKLV�VSHFLDO�HSLVRGH�ZLWK�\RXU�KRVW��
-RKQ�/RYHODFH��KH�WDNHV�\RX�RQ�D������
mile journey from Pitt Meadows, BC to 

Whitehorse, Yukon.

VIEW THE VIDEO HERE!
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