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2015 CHEVROLET CREW CAB 
3500 4WD HIGH COUNTRY

ST#31304
WAS $83,250

Now 

$69,999* 
Plus receive
fi nance rates as low as 0.99%

3110 GAETZ AVE., RED DEER
LOCAL 403-347-3301 TOLL FREE 1-800-661-0995

www.pikewheaton.com
All rebates to dealer. Price includes owner loyalty - must have proof of ownership for 6 months on a 1999 or newer 

vehicle, any make, any brand, any model. Promotion not valid on Corvette or Camaro ZL1

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 
   over dealer invoice less 

rebates on Most New In stock 

Cars and Trucks! 

Plus receive 0% fi nancing 

on select Models.
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on select Models.

DIESEL

LOTTERIES

Calgary: today, 30% 
flurries/showers. High 
5. Low -4.

Olds, Sundre: today, 
40% flurries. High 1. 
Low -8.

Rocky, Nordegg: 
today, snow. High 1. 
Low -7.

Banff: today, 60% 
showers. High 5. Low 
-8.

Jasper: today, light 
snow. High 5. Low -7.

Lethbridge: today, 
sun and cloud. High 
14. Low -3.

Edmonton: today, 
snow. High 1. Low -2.

Grande Prairie: to-
day, sun and cloud. 
High 9. Low -5.

Fort McMurray: to-
day, sunny. High 6. 
Low -5.

LOCAL TODAY TONIGHT  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

REGIONAL OUTLOOK

WINDCHILL/SUNLIGHT

GRANDE
PRAIRIE
9/-5

JASPER
5/-7

BANFF
5/-8

EDMONTON
1/-2

RED DEER
3/-2

CALGARY
5/-4

FORT 
MCMURRAY
6/-5

FRIDAY 
Lotto Max: 3, 37, 38, 40, 

42, 43, 46, Bonus 12

Western Max: 4, 6, 19, 
26, 27, 28, 34, Bonus 41

Extra: 3819310

Pick 3: 871
Numbers are unofficial.

Snow. 40% chance of
fl urries.

Sunny. Sunny. Low 4. Sunny. Low 4.
HIGH 3 LOW -2 HIGH 9 HIGH 16 HIGH 21

TONIGHT’S HIGHS/LOWS

LETHBRIDGE
14/-3

WEATHER

UV: 2
Extreme: 11 or higher
Very high: 8 to 10
High: 6 to 7
Moderate: 3 to 5
Low: Less than 2
Sunset tonight: 8:51 p.m.
Sunrise Sunday: 6:15 a.m.

Gliding club set to soar
BY PAUL COWLEY
ADVOCATE STAFF

You can’t ground the Central Al-
berta Gliding Club for long.

Only 18 months after heavy snowl-
oads caved in the roof of their hangar 
at Innisfail’s Big Bend Airport, wreck-
ing four gliders, the club is poised to 
host the Canadian National Soaring 
Competition.

Around three dozen glider pilots 
and their sailplanes, plus dozens of 
support crew members are expected 
from as far as Quebec for the 10-day 
event running June 10 to 19 out of the 
Netook Gliding Centre, off Hwy 2A 
north of Olds.

Valerie Deschamps, a gliding club 
director and former president, says 
being awarded the event is a feather 
in the cap of the small (30 members 
strong) club that has been around since 
1989. It is one of five clubs in Alberta.

“To land an event like this is kind 
of a prestigious thing,” she says. “We 
have to have volunteers in place and 
we have to have the club atmosphere 
to make something like that happen.

“More importantly, we have to have 
access to the facilities.”

That’s where the Netook Gliding 
Centre comes in. It gives them a dedi-
cated facility without the traffic at Big 
Bend Airport, which is home to a sky 
diving club as well as a number of rec-
reational plane and ultralight pilots.

“It is a busy airport so the decision 
was made really easy to have it over at 
Netook,” she said.

Hosting the championship is a ma-
jor logistical challenge. Besides lining 
up enough tow planes to get several 
dozen gliders into the air for the com-
petition, arrangements must be made 
for lodging, meals and a ready supply 
of water, which is pumped into wings 
to provide ballast.

But responding to challenges is 
nothing new for the Central Alberta 
gliders.

After the January 2014 snow disas-
ter, they spent most of last year recov-
ering.

“We had to purchase new gliders. 
As you can see in the back of the han-
gar there’s a crumpled wing,” she says, 
pointing to damaged glider compo-
nents leaning up against a rear wall.

“In behind there’s some other bro-
ken aircraft because the centre of the 
hangar landed on the wings of the 
planes,” says Deschamps, who lost her 
own glider. Two other training glid-
ers were damaged, as well as another 
that was almost ready for flight after a 
lengthy refurbishment.

“So we’re starting over again.”
Damage to the hangar alone was 

about $100,000 and the cost of replac-
ing gliders was about the same again.

Money set aside in a self insurance 
fund covered the cost of one glider. 
Other clubs lent their support, selling 
them gliders at cut-rate prices. The 
club’s members pitched in by writing 
their own cheques.

“What’s nice about these aircraft is 
they are a little higher performance 
than the older aircraft that we had. So 
it puts us more in the running where 
we can do better training and get us 
ready for doing things like flights 

across country and competing in com-
petitions, whether they be provincial, 
national or international.”

Besides marking a celebration of 
sorts of its comeback, hosting the na-
tional championships will help boost 
the club’s profile.

“A lot of people would like to do 
this. They just don’t know we exist. So 
we’re trying to do some heavy promo-
tions in order to get that (attention).”

pcowley@reddeeradvocate.com

Think sailing races to get a 
sense of what is involved in glid-
er soaring competitions, says 
competition manager John.

Tug planes will launch 30 
or more gliders that will circle 
about before heading out to com-
plete a predetermined route, 
which is typically a 300-km tri-
angle.

“What we do is we put about 
20- to 50-km circles around each 
way point so you can fly as far as 
little into each way point as you 
want,” said Mulder, a member of 
the Central Alberta Gliding Club.

“It’s like a sailboat race. Once 
the last glider launches, 15 min-
utes later the (imaginary) start-
ing gate opens and the gliders 
take off on task and they try to 
get around the task as fast as pos-
sible.”

A minimum time is set, usually 
around three hours. Those land-
ing too soon face time penalties.

“So what you want to go as far 
as you can, as fast as you can, in 
the three-hour allotted time and 
not come back early.”

Each glider is tracked by on-
board GPS systems and when 
they land, that information is 
downloaded into a computer and 
their route is scored on a point 
system.

“I kind of compare it to sailing 
because it’s sort of that same idea 
where there are a lot of tactics 
involved in how far (you go) and 
how you go around the course. 
Ultimately, it does come down to 
how fast you did the task.”

For spectators, the Canadian 
National Soaring Competition set 
for June 10-19 at Netook Gliding 
Centre north of Olds will offer a 
unique opportunity to see dozens 
of gliders lined up waiting to be 
launched. They will spread out 
quickly in the air, but many will 
be visible at once depending on 
how the race develops.

Local farmers are being alert-
ed that they may find the odd 
glider in their fields.

In what is known as “landing 
out,” sometimes conditions mean 
glider pilots must seek a safe 
spot outside the gliding centre 
to bring their sailplanes down. 
Lightweight and landing only on 
two small wheels, the gliders do 
no damage.

But organizers want to reas-
sure landowners not to worry — 
or call out local volunteer fire 
departments — if they happen to 
see a glider coming in for an un-
expected landing.

Contributed photo

ABOVE: Heavy snow caved in the roof of the Central Alberta Gliding Club’s 
hangar at Innisfail’s Big Bend Airport in January 2014, damaging four gliders.

Photo by PAUL COWLEY/ADVOCATE staff

BELOW: Valerie Deschamps is a director with the Central Alberta Gliding Club, 
which will host the 2015 Canadian National Soaring Championships at Netook 
Gliding Centre near Olds this June.

NDP leader Notley says 
Prentice, Wildrose leader 

aren’t that different
CALGARY — Alberta N-D-P leader 

Rachel Notley is urging voters not to 
make the same mistake by giving the 
Progressive Conservatives another 
mandate.

Notley told supporters in Calgary 
that some people might be considering 

voting Wildrose as an alternative to 
the PCs.

But she says Wildrose leader Brian 
Jean and Premier Jim Prentice aren’t 
that different.

Notley says the two men sat in the 
same Conservative caucus in Ottawa 
and voted the same way federally more 
than 600 times.

She says Jean wants to create a two-
tier health system and to subsidize the 
wealthy so they can fly abroad for pri-
vate surgeries.

Wildrose party would cover 
schools fees if elected

EDMONTON — Alberta Wildrose 
Leader Brian Jean  says his party will 

do away with mandatory school fees if 
it forms the government after the May 
5 election.

Jean says the fees are unfair to fam-
ilies and cost about $100 per student 
each year.

Jean says a Wildrose government 
would reimburse schools $100 million 
a year to make up for the fees.

He says the cost would be covered 
off through broader cost-saving initia-
tives such as eliminating 3,200 senior 
manager jobs.

Premier Jim Prentice and the Pro-
gressive Conservatives say the Wil-
drose math is off.

They note that Alberta Education 
estimates the fees to cost $193 mil-
lion a year, and they say the Wildrose 
must let voters know where the money 

would come from.

Premier tips hat to Notley’s 
debating skills

CALGARY — Alberta Premier Jim 
Prentice is calling NDP Leader Rachel 
Notley a skilled debater, but questions 
how her party could afford its election 
promises.

The Progressive Conservative lead-
er and Notley went head to head in a 
televised election debate.

Prentice points to the vast differ-
ences in the parties and says Alberta 
is not an NDP province.

Prentice shrugged off suggestions 
he was dismissive of Wildrose Leader 
Brian Jean during the debate.

ALBERTA
BRIEFS


